For Reflection. The law of Jehovah, dating back to creation, was comprised in the two
great principles, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength. This is the first commandment.
And the second is like, namely this: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. There is
none other commandment greater than these.” These two great principles embrace the
first four commandments, showing the duty of man to God, and the last six, showing the
duty of man to his fellow-man. The principles were more explicitly stated to man after
the fall, and worded to meet the case of fallen intelligences. This was necessary in
consequence of the minds of men being blinded by transgression. God graciously spoke
his law and wrote it with his own finger on stone, making a solemn covenant with his
people at Sinai. God acknowledged them as his peculiar treasure above all people upon
the earth. Christ, who went before Moses in the wilderness, made the principles of
morality and religion more clear by particular precepts, specifying the duty of man to
God and his fellow-men, for the purpose of protecting life, and guarding the sacred law
of God, that it should not be entirely forgotten in the midst of an apostate world.

Professed Christians now cry, Christ! Christ is our righteousness, but away with the law.
They talk and act as though Christ's mission to a fallen world was for the express
purpose of nullifying his Father's law. Could not that work have been just as well
executed without the only beloved of the Father coming to this world and enduring
grief, privation, and the shameful death of the cross? Ministers preach that the
atonement gave men liberty to break the law of God, and to commit sin, and then praise
the free grace and mercy revealed through Christ under the gospel, while they despise
the law of God.

They cast aside the restraint of the law, and give loose rein to the corrupt passions and
the promptings of the natural heart, and then triumph in the mercy and grace of the
gospel. Christ speaks to such: “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter
into the kingdom of Heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in
Heaven.” What is the will of the Father? That we keep his commandments. Christ, to
enforce the will of his Father, became the author of the statutes and precepts given
through Moses to the people of God. Christians who extol Christ, but array themselves
against the law governing the Jewish church, array Christ against Christ.

The death of Jesus Christ for the redemption of man, lifts the veil and reflects a flood of
light back hundreds of years, upon the whole institution of the Jewish system of religion.
Without the death of Christ all this system was meaningless. The Jews reject Christ, and
therefore their whole system of religion is to them indefinite, unexplainable, and
uncertain. They attach as much importance to shadowy ceremonies of types which
have met their antitype, as they do to the law of the ten commandments, which was not
a shadow, but a reality as enduring as the throne of Jehovah. The death of Christ
elevates the Jewish system of types and ordinances, showing that they were of divine
appointment, and for the purpose of keeping faith alive in the hearts of his people.
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